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Good morning friends.  It’s been a difficult, but also encouraging week – and tomorrow afternoon I will find out the results of all the tests the doctors have been doing.  I feel like a guinea pig … a well-loved guinea pig, but a guinea pig nonetheless.  Thanks for your prayers and the supportive emails and phone calls.  

On Thursday when I was at the Providence Newberg Medical Center most of the day, I went in thinking I’d brought Jesus with me.  But it didn’t take long to realize that it was Jesus who’d brought me with Him.  He was the One holding onto me.  And the comfort and hope this gave me – that my name was on the heart, on the mind, and on the lips of the God of the universe, and that nothing, absolutely nothing, could separate me from His love for me, was so precious.

Thursday morning began with me reading JOB 5-6 in our Annual Bible Reading Plan.  But where better for me to be … than watching Job wrestle with the plans and purposes of God in his life?  Two weeks ago I was in JOB too … the morning after hearing that I had “abnormal bone marrow” in my left shoulder after having an MRI that was only supposed to get me ready to have surgery on my arthritic joint.

And then this past Thursday the Lord knew what I needed before spending the day at the hospital having more tests, He used the words of JOB to catch me off guard, to encourage me and build me up, by reminding me of His love for me.

And now this morning I’m excited to share with you from MARK 1, because in the experiences of the Apostle Peter, and in the words of Peter’s scribe, a man named Mark, I believe that Jesus has some important things to speak into our hearts and minds about what it means to be GROWING, MATURING, TRANSFORMING disciples of Jesus Christ.  So open up your Bibles to The Gospel of Mark and let’s dive in.

As we begin, remember that MARK is the oldest surviving manuscript of the life and ministry of Christ.  Three Sundays ago now we began this teaching series with an INTRODUCTION.  And now this morning, as we move into these verses, I want you to be reminded again of the truth that …

God is always the INITIATOR, and we are always the RESPONDERS.

God longs to change us … taking OUT OF US what isn’t rooted and aligned with His righteousness, and BUILDING INTO US what is rooted in, and aligned with His character.  And our healing, our transformation, and our journey of taking on the family likeness of Jesus Christ, begins with our surrender to God and to His beautiful plans for our lives.  
	
MARK 1:1-4 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet:  “Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, who will prepare Your way;

3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make ready the way of the Lord, Make His paths straight.’”
4 John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance [to change direction] for the forgiveness of sins. [emphasis added]

Every word in Mark’s description of Jesus is important for us to hear.  As I’ve told you before, Jesus is His human name, and Christ is His divine name.  And so every time we read Jesus Christ in God’s Word, it’s declaring that Jesus Christ isn’t just human and that neither is He just divine … but that He is 100% divine, and 100% human – which I know doesn’t make sense in HUMAN MATH, but it makes sense in GOD MATH.

Mark tells us the good news of Jesus Christ … and that He was an actual, historical person who walked this earth.  The gospel isn’t a theory, a myth, or a fable, and it isn’t up for debate.  God calls us to stand up for the gospel, but He doesn’t tell us to cram it down anyone’s throats.  You know what I’ve discovered about eating, chewing on, and taking in the good news of the Gospel?  I’ve found that when we eat it on our own … when we take spoonfuls of it into our hearts, into our minds, and into our souls, with our own forks and spoons … we’re less likely to gag on it, or spit it out.  WE’RE CALLED TO JOURNEY WITH OTHERS TOWARD JESUS CHRIST.  But we’re to JOURNEY WITH THEM, NOT WAY OUT IN FRONT OF THEM.

Because Mark was writing to a Roman audience, compared to the other three Gospels, he barely quotes The Old Testament.  Mark uses only a few quotes from The Old Testament, and yet, in these first four verses we find two … from MALACHI 3:1 and ISAIAH 40:3 … both of which proclaim that God would send a messenger ahead of the Messiah, a man we know was Jesus’ cousin, whom we call John the Baptist.

Evidently, it didn’t take long before John (whose name means God is gracious) started being DESCRIBED BY THE WORK HE DID, which was calling people to repentance, and then baptizing them, or dipping them in water … a custom that was commonly done by Jewish priests, signifying a new beginning, or a new commitment to following God with one’s whole heart.  The word baptize is from the Jewish word baptizo, which means to dip, immerse, or saturate.  And so instead of calling him John the Dipper, or John the Immerser, people just took the verb most commonly associated with him, and made it part of what he was called … John the Baptist.

And just like God used John the Baptist to prepare the way for people to hear and experience the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, God wants to use you and me in the lives of others.  Are you taking God up on the opportunities to share the Gospel that He’s bringing to you every day?

Because here’s the deal gang … this work just can’t be left up to pastors and church staff members.  This has to be the PASSION and the MISSION of every follower of Jesus Christ … including you.  John the Baptist couldn’t SAVE PEOPLE … that was a work Jesus Christ would have to do when He died on the cross.  But like God used John the Baptist to prepare the way for the message of Jesus Christ in the hearts and minds of people, God wants to use you and me to live out our life with Jesus Christ, and to proclaim and grow God’s Kingdom.  And here’s our FIRST FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON …

If you were described by what you’ve most fully given your heart, your priorities, and your mission to, what would you be called?

No matter how we’re sliced, what should come up is Jesus, Jesus, and more Jesus.  For this is what it means to commit our hearts and minds to the journey of becoming growing, maturing, transforming disciples of Jesus Christ.

Like the Apostle Paul tells us in ROMANS 12:1-2, God doesn’t want us to be conformed to this world.  He wants us to invite Him to transform us into the family likeness of His Son, Jesus Christ (ROMANS 8:29).  So let’s not allow the world to set the agenda for what we THINK, what we SAY, what we DO, and what we VALUE.  Instead, let’s invite God, in ever-increasing measure to have this place of authority, transformation, and Lordship in our lives.  Because this is what the holy work of God shaping us, changing us, and being transforming into the family likeness of Jesus Christ is all about – and if you and I want to live this way, then we better seek God’s counsel about how He wants this transformation to happen in our lives

MARK 1:5-11 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

5 And all the country of Judea was going out to him, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were being baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins.
6 John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist, and his diet was locusts and wild honey.
7 And he was preaching, and saying, “After me One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to stoop down and untie the thong of His sandals.
8 “I baptized you with water; but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
10 Immediately coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon Him;
11 and a voice came out of the heavens:  “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.”

Baptism signifies death, burial, and resurrection with God.  But remember, the word baptize means to dip, immerse, or saturate.  In Jesus’ day the word baptizo not only had religious significance, it was also used in the common, every-day language … usually referring to the act of dying a piece of clothe, so that it lost it’s former color, and took on the color of the dye it had been soaked in and saturated with.

John spent time calling people to repentance, and then Jesus, his cousin through his mother’s side of the family, showed up, and asked John to baptize Him.  But since Jesus was free from sin, why did He ask John to baptize Him?  Two primary reasons … 

1. So we can see that Jesus Christ identifies with us, and so we can identify with Him.
2. So we can see Jesus Christ’s submission to the will of God the Father, and follow in His footsteps.

So FIRST, Jesus’ baptism signifies to us that Jesus isn’t ashamed of us, that He identifies with us, and most importantly, that you and I can identify with Him through His baptism.  He calls us to be immersed into Him and into what He’s up to, so that we stop looking like, and stop living like the old us … and begin the journey of looking more like Him, and begin living more like Him – changing us from the inside out.

But SECOND, Jesus’ baptism also illustrates His submission to the plans and purposes of God the Father.  When Jesus Christ stepped out of heaven so He could step into our lives, He did so with the knowledge that He would have to die to Himself, and live and breath God’s plans for Him throughout His life.  What an awesome picture of what you and I, as followers of Jesus Christ are also called to do.

MARK 1:12-13 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

12 Immediately the Spirit impelled Him to go out into the wilderness.
13 And He was in the wilderness forty days being tempted by Satan; and He was with the wild beasts, and the angels were ministering to Him.

Here’s the first of forty-something times the word immediately or straightway is used in MARK.  Mark loves using this word because it keeps the actions and the responses of Jesus, of His disciples, and other the people interacting with them alive, and moving.  So right after the new beginning of His baptism, Jesus moves into a time of temptation.  Can you relate?  Have you ever gone deeper with Jesus, turned over more of your life to Him, and then the thermostat of life got turned up?  I sure have.  

But here’s the deal, it didn’t take Jesus 40 days to work up the nerve to confront Satan … it took Satan 40 days to work up the courage to confront Jesus.  Satan knew who Jesus was.  He knew what Jesus had come to earth to do.  And even though Satan’s power and dominion was only what God allowed him to have, Satan had read the end of the story … he knew what the next three years would be like … he knew that Jesus would get the last word … and he wasn’t going down without a fight.  And what was true then is still true now.

The Gospels of MATTHEW and LUKE tell more about the confrontation that happened between Jesus and Satan out in the wilderness … and Satan thought he had the upper hand until Jesus quoted God’s Word – and then he was shut up and shut down.  And I see a SECOND FAITH LESSON for us here …

FAITH LESSON …

When we store God’s Word in our hearts and minds we’re equipped to stand against Satan’s plans and schemes.  When we store our own strategies and plans in our hearts, we’ll blow down like a cardboard house in a typhoon.  God wants His Word to be The Instruction Manual, The Survival Manual, and The Repair Manual for our lives. (PSALM 119:10-11; MATTHEW 7:24-27)

Why was Jesus impelled by God to go into the wilderness and be confronted by Satan?  It seems like kind of a cosmic joke – because Jesus had just heard the beautiful voice of God the Father speak to Him out of heaven.  But here’s the deal … God led Jesus into the wilderness, NOT TO HURT HIM, BUT TO USE HIM TO REMIND SATAN WHO WAS IN CHARGE.

ILLUSTRATION … Suppose you go to the local Land Rover dealer and say, “I’m thinking about buying one of these babies.”  After opening the door of one of her latest models, the saleswoman says, “Go ahead.  Hop in.  Let’s take her for a spin.”

And so the saleswoman gets in with you, and the two of you drive out to some rough, off-road terrain where you can shift the Land Rover into four-wheel drive, and go flying over hills, and splashing through streams.  Are you picturing this?  So why would this saleswoman let this happen?  Not to damage the Land Rover, but to show you what it could do.

Likewise, when God the Father drove or impelled Jesus Christ, His Son into the wilderness, He was saying to Satan and to everyone who would ever read this story in the future, “Watch My Son.  No matter what Satan throws at Him, He’ll go through it perfectly.  And not only that, but He’ll be stronger coming out than going in.”

And I believe that to the people who make up the flock called 2nd Street, God says the same thing … and I hope we can all see the truth of what He’s saying.  With everything I know to be true, and with every bit of trust and faith I have, I believe that only what the Father ALLOWS can come into our lives.  Either God is sovereign, all powerful, and in control, or He isn’t.  Remember the story of JOB?  I know that Satan and our sin nature can try and use the difficult chapters of our lives to try and convince us that God doesn’t love us, and that He’s only toying with us in this life.

Believe me, I understand, and with a new level of understanding during the past two weeks, that this PARADOX THAT EXISTS BETWEEN GOD’S POWER AND GOD’S LOVE can do a number on our faith and our trust in God.  But I also believe that much of the time when temptations, wilderness experiences, and hard times come our way, it’s because God the Father has allowed them in order to silence Satan’s accusation that you and I will only serve God as long as life is easy, and to demonstrate God’s power through the lives, the faith, and the hope of people who are willing to hang onto Him no matter what.  Does this truth sometimes strain my FAITH and make it hard to follow God?  Of course it does.  But that’s why it’s called FAITH.

Let’s go on into vv. 14-20 and see how Jesus announces the Kingdom of God and begins calling people to follow Him …

MARK 1:14-20 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

14 Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God,
15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
16 As He was going along by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew, the brother of Simon, casting a net in the sea; for they were fishermen.
17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.”
18 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.
19 Going on a little farther, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who were also in the boat mending the nets.
20 Immediately He called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went away to follow Him.

Of the twelve people Jesus invited to become His first disciples, at least seven were fishermen.  Anybody here who likes to fish?  What are some of the character traits of people who are good at fishing?  PATIENCE and PERSEVERANCE, right?  I love that these first disciples were fishermen … but I also love that Mark tells us that they were mending their nets.  Fishing was like the work of EVANGELISM that they’d do with Jesus – calling people to stop living lives separated from God, and to climb into the boat with Jesus.  And mending nets was like the work of DISCIPLESHIP that they’d do with Jesus – calling people to let Jesus do His work of healing and restoration in their lives.  There are two kinds of people here this morning …

1. People who need to come into a relationship with Jesus Christ.
2. People who are already in a relationship with Jesus Christ, but who need to make the choice to allow God to begin bringing healing, mending, and restoration into their lives.

Which person are you?  Which brings us to our THIRD FAITH LESSON this morning …

FAITH LESSON …

Jesus is calling out the names of every person here.  And He’s either saying, “You need to be in relationship with Me.  Come to Me.”  Or He’s saying, “You know Me, but you need to let Me begin a new work of healing in your life.  Come closer to Me.”  And all of us can either say “yes” to Jesus this morning, or we can say “no”.

We’re going to go through the last 24 verses quickly, but God has some important things He wants to say to us here, so hang on tight.

MARK 1:21-28 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
21 They went into Capernaum; and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and began to teach.
22 They were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.
23 Just then there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit; and he cried out,
24 saying, “What business do we have with each other, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us?  I know who You are – the Holy One of God!”
25 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet, and come out of him!”
26 Throwing him into convulsions, the unclean spirit cried out with a loud voice and came out of him.
27 They were all amazed, so that they debated among themselves, saying, “What is this?  A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him.”
28 Immediately the news about Him spread everywhere into all the surrounding district of Galilee.
Do you see the life of change and freedom Jesus brought to this man?  These unclean spirits had him in bondage – they were destroying his life, PHYSICALLY, EMOTIONALLY, ECONOMICALLY, and most importantly, SPIRITUALLY.  He saw it.  Other people saw it.  And as this man came to church, he was probably acting like everything was okay in his life.  But everything WASN’T OKAY.  He was all busted up inside, even though he may have been acting like his life was going along just great.

But then the unclean spirits in the man cried out, and Jesus cast them out of him, and gave him the chance to begin a new kind of life … a life where God was living inside of him and teaching him a whole new way to be human from the inside out … teaching him how to take on the family likeness of Jesus Christ.  Oh glory to God!

MARK 1:29-34 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

29 And immediately after they came out of the synagogue, they came into the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John.
30 Now Simon’s mother-in-law was lying sick with a fever; and immediately they spoke to Jesus about her.
31 And He came to her and raised her up, taking her by the hand, and the fever left her, and she waited on them.
32 When evening came, after the sun had set, they began bringing to Him all who were ill and those who were demon-possessed.
33 And the whole city had gathered at the door.
34 And He healed many who were ill with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and He was not permitting the demons to speak, because they knew who He was.

There’s that word immediately again … as Jesus heads over to the house of some of His new disciples … but not just to eat, but to heal Simon Peter’s mother-in-law.  Peter took Jesus home with him after church — which is always a good thing for us to do.  Gang, my hope and my prayer is that we’ll increasingly get to the place where, when we leave our times of worship, serving, and fellowship with one another … that we won’t be too quick to move over into whatever our next activity is … but that we’ll learn to let Jesus Christ have His way in us … and that we’ll learn to let Him make His home inside of us … so that we’ll long to spend more time in His presence, letting Him teach us and mold us, instead of just quickly moving onto other things.

Word of this healing, and of Jesus’ casting the demons out of the man, began to spread, and many people started coming to Jesus to have Him heal them and give them a new chance at living the lives that, probably years ago they dreamed they’d live, but that they’d probably given up hope of ever seeing come to pass.  And I see a FOURTH FAITH LESSON here this morning …

FAITH LESSON …

Jesus Christ is the only One who can give us what we’re looking for, and what we’ve maybe given up the hope of ever finding.  But to receive what Jesus Christ has, we have to open our hands, and let go of our sins, our brokenness, our failure, and our desire to keep living life according to our own rules.  It’s called “surrender” … and we can’t know the new life of Jesus Christ without it.

.PPT 24-25 … MARK 1:35-39 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

35 In the early morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house, and went away to a secluded place, and was praying there.
36 Simon and his companions searched for Him;
37 they found Him, and said to Him, “Everyone is looking for You.”
38 He said to them, “Let us go somewhere else to the towns nearby, so that I may preach there also; for that is what I came for.”
9 And He went into their synagogues throughout all Galilee, preaching and casting out the demons.

Jesus had been touching, serving, healing, teaching, and ministering to people day after day.  And yet we see Him here beginning His day by going to His Father in prayer, so that He could receive some instruction about what God wanted Him to do in the hours that made up the day that stretched out in front of Him.  Jesus knew that as much as everybody was looking for Him, that as much as everyone wanted Him, that He wasn’t going to be any good to anybody unless He gave Himself first, and foremost to God the Father.  What a lesson for you and me to learn!  Do you see it?

And now in the final verses of MARK 1 Jesus does the unthinkable … as He reaches out and touches a leper.

MARK 1:40-45 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

40 And a leper came to Jesus, beseeching Him and falling on his knees before Him, and saying, “If You’re willing, You can make me clean.”
41 Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, and said to him, “I am willing; be cleansed.”
42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed.
43 And He sternly warned him and immediately sent him away,
44 and He said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”
45 But he went out and began to proclaim it freely and to spread the news around, to such an extent that Jesus could no longer publicly enter a city, but stayed out in unpopulated areas; and they were coming to Him from everywhere.

In this first chapter of MARK, God gives us a great look into what it means to be a growing disciple of Jesus Christ.  Here’s a basic outline of the verses we’ve just gone through, followed by some questions that will help each of us see whether our THOUGHTS, WORDS, DEEDS, and PRIORITIES are reflecting the character of Jesus Christ and what He’s calling to as His disciples … OR if our THOUGHTS, WORDS, DEEDS, and PRIORITIES more closely reflect the character of this world, and the way we lived before we collided into Jesus Christ.  I want to encourage you to be honest with the answers that come most immediately into your mind.  There’s a hand-out with this outline in your Bulletin.  I want to encourage you to take it out and read along with me as I go through this final part of this morning’s teaching …
vv. 1-11	John prepares the way for Jesus and baptizes Jesus.
	Whose life does Jesus want to impact through your life
	In what new ways are you being “saturated” in Jesus 
	Christ, and becoming more closely identified with Him?

vv. 12-13	Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness.
	In the valleys you’re going through, are you clinging to
	Jesus Christ, or loosening your grip on His hand?

vv. 14-15	Jesus announces the Good News.
	How are your words and your life proclaiming the
	Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ?

vv. 16-20	Jesus invites people into discipleship.
	What does your life of discipleship look like?  Are you a
	faithful, growing disciple, or a half-hearted disciple?

vv. 21-28	Jesus confronts and casts out an evil spirit.
	What sins are you inviting God to cast out of your life?
	(Free Internet Accountability / www.xxxchurch.com)

vv. 29-34	Jesus begins His healing ministry.
	What healing do you need?  What healing are you
	experiencing?  What healing do you need to surrender to?

vv. 35-39	Jesus shows us how to pray.
	What is the role of prayer in your life?  Resources on the
	2nd Street website at www.2ndstreet.org.
vv. 40-45	Jesus continues healing.
	Are you rejecting the healing (spiritual, physical, 
	relational, etc…) God has for you because you’re choosing
	instead to continue wallowing in pain and suffering?

NEXT SUNDAY … MARK 2:1-12 … COME PRAYING AND DEXPECTING! 
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